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Temperatures Near Normal 
 
Five days were suitable for fieldwork during the week ending 
June 29, according to the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office. 
Precipitation varied from 0.37 inches in the west central Lower 
Peninsula to 1.88 inches in the eastern Upper Peninsula. Average 
temperatures ranged from 1 degree below normal in the west 
central and southwestern Lower Peninsula to 2 degrees above 
normal in the western and eastern Upper Peninsula, and the 
northwestern and northeastern Lower Peninsula. Growing 
conditions were good this past week with the seasonably warm 
weather. Precipitation was scattered, leaving some farmers 
needing rain and others in need of drier days. “At the moment 
crops are doing well, but we have not had rain to charge the 
subsoil moisture,” a farmer in the central Lower Peninsula 
stated. “Isolated thunderstorms continue to create afternoon rains 
which are very heavy in one area and nonexistent in others. 
There were some very heavy rains on Friday which left standing 
water in many fields,” a farmer in the Thumb region reported. 
 

Field Crops 
 
Seasonably warm weather hastened crop progress across the 
State. Corn looked good and was progressing favorably this past 
week. Most fields were at the 7 to 10 leaf stage, and grew 6 to 8 
inches from the previous week. Soybeans stands varied in 
condition. Some were very good, while there have been reports 
that others have been reduced by excess moisture. Many fields 
were still waiting on herbicide applications. Winter wheat was 
developing well and was turning color quickly. Many farmers 
reported that harvest was expected to begin in about 2 weeks. 
Fusarium head scab will need continued monitoring. Some 
farmers were fighting the weather to get the first cutting of 
alfalfa baled. Regrowth of early harvested fields looked good, 
with a second cutting just getting underway. Dry bean planting 
advanced very rapidly this week, and plants were emerging 
quickly. Oats were looking good but very few have turned color 
at this time. Barley was in good condition. Sugarbeets were 
doing well and were filling rows. 

 

Fruit 
 
Apples grew to 1.5 inches in diameter in the southwest, where 
apple scab symptoms were found. Apples in the northwest were 
24 mm and 1.375 inches in diameter in the southeast. Apricots 
grew to 2.5 inches in the southwest and 28 mm in the northwest. 
Blueberries grew to 16 mm in the southeast. Blueberries sized 
well in the Grand Rapids area and began to color in the 
southwest. Peaches were 1.5 inches in diameter in the southwest 
and the southeast; hand thinning continued. Pears grew to 1 inch 
and 22 mm in the southwest and northwest, respectively. In the 
southeast, the largest fruit grew to 1.25 inches in diameter. 
Plums grew to 1 inch in the southwest and southeast, 22 mm in 
the west central, and 20 mm in the northwest. In the southeast, 
harvest of early sweet cherry varieties was underway. In the 
northwest, sweet cherries grew to 16 mm. Tart cherries grew to 
16 mm in the southeast, as fruit continued to drop and cherry 
leaf spot symptoms were found. Strawberry harvest began in 
the northwest and ended in the southwest. In the southwest, 
grapes were BB-sized as berry shatter continued.  
 

Vegetables 
 
The damage from heavy rains three weeks ago has taken a toll 
on some fields and growers were noticing the effects. Celery 
planting continued on schedule, and a few farmers finished 
planting. Some farmers anticipate losses for the July harvest but 
later celery looks better. Watermelons and cantaloups looked 
good, but growth has been slow due to cool temperatures. 
Squash and zucchini harvest continued from tunneled plantings. 
There were reports of pollination problems in some fields. 
Asparagus harvest was expected to be complete by the end of 
this week. Peppers and tomatoes were growing well in the 
southwest with no serious disease or insect pressure. Onions 
were quite variable with healthy and water-stressed fields 
growing near each other. In some cases, the plants have not 
developed enough leaf tissue to support good bulb development. 
Cucumbers emerged normally except where they were planted 
on heavy soils and needed to be replanted. Harvest of processing 
peas was completed in the west central. Planting of snap beans 
was delayed about a week but was in full swing. The potato 
crop was in excellent condition with some new potatoes due at 
farmers markets. Cabbage heads were forming and continued to 
be harvested in early planted fields. Sweet corn progressed well 
and corn borer numbers were holding steady at relatively low 
levels. 
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 1 Issued by the USDA, NASS, Michigan Field Office in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Michigan State University's Cooperative 

Extension Service, Agricultural Meteorologist, Department of Geography, and Crop Advisory Team ALERTS. 
 2 Growing degree days (GDD) is the sum of daily mean temperatures minus 50 per day, 86 maximum and 50 minimum. The GDD is accumulative from 

April 1. 
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